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Boating Etiquette During COVID-19: Marinas, Fueling & Dockside Dining

No matter where or how you enjoy your time aboard a 
boat, the fact of the matter is that boating during CO-
VID-19 has changed how boaters are expected to behave. 
The good news is that aside from avoiding raft-ups and 
crowded beaches, once you cast off the lines and head for 
open water, you can forget all about masks, disinfectants, 
and the six-foot rule—seeing as boating is a safe, outdoor 
recreational activity that naturally lends itself to social dis-
tancing.

But, before you can enjoy that carefree cruise, you’ll likely 
be on the docks, at the fuel pump, or maybe at a waterfront 
restaurant at one time or another. And in each of those 
places, different circumstances call for different actions.

Boating During COVID-19: Tips for Safe Social Distancing
 
What to Expect at Marinas and on Dock
“Marinas and other boating businesses are taking COVID-19 seriously, understanding that they are essential 
to making boating a safe activity for families this summer,” says Eric Kretsch, legislative and outreach coor-
dinator for the Association of Marina Industries.

And what Eric says is echoed throughout the industry: we know that boating is a great way to have endless fun 
while staying a million miles away from COVID concerns, and everyone wants to keep it that way.

In fact, the Association of Marina Industries has developed an entire COVID-19 Resources Guide, which in-
cludes information for marinas on important practices like:

• Cleaning and sanitizing bathrooms, work surfaces, and “high touch” areas;
• Sanitizing pumpout facilities;
• Limiting equipment operators to a single designated person;
• Limiting boat rentals to one party per day;
• Encouraging electronic tipping.

What Can You Do to Stay Safe in Public Boating Areas?
No matter how conscientious a marina operator and staff may be, it’s still incumbent upon all of us to use some 
simple, new etiquette when we enter that marina, pull up to that fuel dock, or go to that dockside restaurant.
Naturally, maintaining the recommended social distancing six-foot distance and adhering to local face 
covering rules applies no matter where you are or what you’re doing. Beyond that let’s consider what boaters 
should think about in each type of area, one by one.

Marinas
• If you need to enter a marina office, stop at the door and look for signs 

posting the latest regulations. Depending what area you’re in and how 
marina management is handling things, there may be restrictions on how 

https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/boating-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/boating-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/science-behind-boating-health-wellness-benefits
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/science-behind-boating-health-wellness-benefits
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/boating-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/science-behind-boating-health-wellness-benefits
https://marinaassociation.org/
https://marinaassociation.org/covid-19
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/coronavirus-boat-rentals-and-boat-clubs
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/boating-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.linkedin.com/company/25065426/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Association-of-Marina-Industries/1385586385013432
https://twitter.com/marinaassoc/
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many people are allowed into the office at the 
same time, face covering requirements, or even 
the need to make an appointment.

• Some marinas may request that you wear face 
coverings while on marina property, right up 
until you cast off the lines. In any case be sure 
to keep a face covering on hand, so you have it 
if and when it’s needed.

• Be courteous when on the docks. This may 
mean waiting to step onto the dock until some-
one headed in the other direction has stepped 
off, or in some cases you may want to divert 
course onto a finger pier for a moment or two, 
to allow others to pass.

• When pulling into a marina by water, be sure 
to have your VHF radio turned on to allow 
communications from a distance (most mari-
nas monitor channel 9 and will direct you to 
a “working” channel, for further communica-
tions).

• If you’re helping someone with lines or getting 
help with your own, either toss the lines or use 
a boat hook to hand them off, rather than lean-
ing up close.

Fuel Docks
• Wear gloves when handling the pump and 

lines, and for additional protection, disinfect 
with hand sanitizer immediately after fueling.

• Stay on your boat and wait for the attendant 
to ring you up and run your card, rather than 
stepping onto the dock.

• In some cases the marina may have shifted to 

Industry NewsIndustry News
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taking credit card payments by phone. This 
works well, but if you’re communicating with 
the marina attendants via VHF, you certainly 
shouldn’t give your credit card number over 
the radio—everyone else can hear it, too.

• Tip the dock attendant electronically (many of 
the young dock attendants hired as summer 
help have Venmo).

Dockside Restaurants
It’s difficult to generalize about etiquette at dockside 
restaurants, because if they’re open then your area 
probably has guidelines specifically established for 
the locality. 

Making yourself aware of what these guidelines are 
and adhering to them is the best practice.

• When you return to your boat, disinfect with 
hand sanitizer.

• When possible, avoid using the public rest-
rooms and instead use the boat’s facilities, if 
your boat has a head.

• Look for signs posted on the pilings of restau-
rant slips and at the entrances that advise you 
of the local rules or requests specific to the es-
tablishment, and respect them.

• Consider getting carry out instead of dining in. 
Who wouldn’t love having a picnic aboard the 
boat, anyway?

• If your area restaurants are closed or operat-
ing with reduced hours, check out 5 Tips For 
Cooking on a Boat and prepare your own 
awesome meal aboard.

Always Remember to #RecreateResponsibly
If you’re not a big fan of following rules like these, 
that’s okay. Nobody really “likes” the inconveniences 
caused by coronavirus; but we do need to remem-
ber that for a short period of time, boating was shut 
down in many states and localities, and many mari-
nas were temporarily closed. We certainly don’t want 
to see that happen again.

One goal we all share is getting out on the water and 
having fun, and if following this new boating etiquette 

https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/how-to-use-a-vhf-radio
https://venmo.com/
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/cooking-on-a-boat
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/cooking-on-a-boat
https://www.discoverboating.com/public-boat-landings-access-map
https://www.discoverboating.com/public-boat-landings-access-map
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means that the marinas, fuel docks, and dockside res-
taurants can all stay open, it’s a small price to pay.

Safe Harbor Acquires 100th Marina

Source: Boating Industry

Safe Harbor Marinas recently announced the acquisi-
tion of its 99th and 100th marinas. The company has 
added Great Island Marina in Harpswell, Maine and 
Sportsman Marina on the Alabama Gulf Shores to its 
portfolio of facilities. The acquisitions expand Safe 
Harbor’s network to 100 marinas across 22 states. 
They are part of the company’s ongoing program to 
grow and diversify its portfolio.

“This is an exciting milestone for our team and our 
Members,” said Baxter Underwood, CEO of Safe Har-
bor Marinas. “We’ve expanded the nation’s largest 
boating network on both sides. You can now stay at 
Safe Harbor properties when boating from the san-
dy Gulf coast all the way up to the rocky shores of 
Maine, and everywhere in between. We’re thrilled to 
add these high-quality marinas to our portfolio and 
welcome their teams, customers and Members as our 
own.”

“We’re incredibly fortunate to add these two mari-
nas to our portfolio,” said Jason Hogg, Safe Harbor’s 
Chief Investment Officer. “They are perfect represen-
tations of our strategy. They are as nice and well-run 
full-service marinas as you will find anywhere in the 
country, and we’ve built in a capital plan to make 
them even better.”

Safe Harbor’s 45,000 members enjoy access to the 
largest network of marinas in the world.

“From the beginning, we set out to create the world’s 
first true network for boaters. We aim to bring our 
Members an experience unlike anything that has ever 
existed before. As we reach 100 marinas in the US, 
the opportunity to explore has never been greater. 
Our Members will continue to see their access and 
membership benefits expand,” said Brad Alesi, Safe 
Harbor’s Chief Marketing Officer.

Congress Reforms Popular Paycheck 
Protection Program

Source: NMMA

Late last week, the Senate unanimously approved the 
Paycheck Protection Program Flexibility Act (H.R.7010) 
– which includes many industry priorities to reform 
the Small Business Administration’s Paycheck Protec-
tion Program (PPP). NMMA applauds Congress’ con-
tinued efforts to provide businesses with assistance 
during this time of economic uncertainty.

The U.S. House of Representatives passed the bill late 
last week and the President signed the measure on 
Friday. NMMA has been urging Congress to make 
changes to the PPP to give the industry more flex-
ibility with the funding. Below is a breakdown of the 
specific provisions.

• Extends the loan forgiveness period from eight 
weeks to twenty-four weeks.

• Reduces the 75 percent payroll ratio require-
ment to 60 percent.

• Allows payroll tax deferment for PPP recipients.
• Extends the June 30 rehiring deadline to De-

cember 31.
• Exempts PPP recipients from the reduction in 

loan forgiveness due to a reduction in employ-
ees, if the business can document “in good faith”: 
-- The inability to rehire individuals who were em-
ployees on February 15 or hire qualified individu-
als for unfilled positions before December 31; or 
-- The inability to return to the same level of 
business activity before February 15 due to 
complying with federal public health guidance.

NMMA will continue to work with Congress and the 
administration to ensure the industry’s priorities are 
addressed. As a reminder, NMMA has a COVID-19 
webpage to serve as a one stop shop for a variety of 
helpful resources for manufacturers, business own-
ers, and the general public: https://www.nmma.org/
coronavirus.

For more information, please contact NMMA direc-
tor of federal government relations, Clay Crabtree at 
ccrabtree@nmma.org.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7010/text
https://www.nmma.org/coronavirus
https://www.nmma.org/coronavirus
mailto:ccrabtree@nmma.org.
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Deadline to Apply for Paycheck 
Protection Program is June 30

Following the enactment of the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) Flexibility Act – which was signed into 
law by President Trump last Friday – the Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) confirmed that Tuesday, 
June 30, 2020, remains the last date on which a PPP 
loan application can be approved. Click here for more 
information on how to apply for PPP.

In addition to confirming the PPP application deadline, 
the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Flexibility Act 
provides businesses with more time and flexibility to 
keep their employees on the payroll and ensure their 
continued operations as the country safely lifts COV-
ID-19 restrictions. A breakdown of the changes is below.

• Extend the covered period for loan forgiveness 
from eight weeks after the date of loan dis-
bursement to 24 weeks after the date of loan 
disbursement, providing substantially greater 
flexibility for borrowers to qualify for loan for-
giveness. Borrowers who have already received 
PPP loans retain the option to use an eight-
week covered period.

• Lower the requirements that 75 percent of a 
borrower’s loan proceeds must be used for 
payroll costs and that 75 percent of the loan 
forgiveness amount must have been spent on 
payroll costs during the 24-week loan forgive-
ness covered period to 60 percent for each of 
these requirements. If a borrower uses less than 
60 percent of the loan amount for payroll costs 
during the forgiveness covered.

• period, the borrower will continue to be eligible 
for partial loan forgiveness, subject to at least 
60 percent of the loan forgiveness amount hav-
ing been used for payroll costs.

• Provide a safe harbor from reductions in loan 
forgiveness based on reductions in full-time 
equivalent employees for borrowers that are 
unable to return to the same level of business 
activity the business was operating at before 
February 15, 2020, due to compliance with re-

quirements or guidance issued between March 
1, 2020 and December 31, 2020 by the Secre-
tary of Health and Human Services, the Direc-
tor of the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, or the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, related to worker or customer 
safety requirements related to COVID–19.

• Provide a safe harbor from reductions in loan 
forgiveness based on reductions in full-time 
equivalent employees, to provide protections 
for borrowers that are both unable to rehire in-
dividuals who were employees of the borrower 
on February 15, 2020, and unable to hire simi-
larly qualified employees for unfilled positions 
by December 31, 2020.

• Increase to five years the maturity of PPP loans 
that are approved by SBA (based on the date SBA 
assigns a loan number) on or after June 5, 2020.

• Extend the deferral period for borrower pay-
ments of principal, interest, and fees on PPP 
loans to the date that SBA remits the borrow-
er’s loan forgiveness amount to the lender (or, 
if the borrower does not apply for loan forgive-
ness, 10 months after the end of the borrower’s 
loan forgiveness covered period).

• In addition, the new rules will confirm that June 
30, 2020, remains the last date on which a PPP 
loan application can be approved.

Great American Outdoors Act a Major 
21st Century Achievement

ORR Applauds Senate’s Bipartisan Effort

Today, the Senate passed the Great American Out-
doors Act (GAOA) by a bipartisan vote of 73-25. ORR 
members were at the forefront of this landmark leg-
islation, leading the effort to include maintenance 
backlog funding for the U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of 
Land Management and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; 
bringing together more than 100 outdoor recreation 
businesses in support of GAOA; garnering Senate 
support and much more. We thank all of our mem-
bers for their tireless work to pass this legislation. 
 

Industry News continued on Page 6

https://www.nmma.org/assets/cabinets/Cabinet488/NMMA_How_to_apply_PPP.pdf
https://www.nmma.org/assets/cabinets/Cabinet488/NMMA_How_to_apply_PPP.pdf
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“The Great American Outdoors Act is the single great-
est piece of conservation and outdoor recreation 
legislation before Congress in decades,” said Jes-
sica Turner, executive director of Outdoor Recreation 
Roundtable. “Its overwhelmingly bipartisan passage 
in the Senate is proof that the outdoors crosses party 
lines and resonates with all Americans. We applaud 
Senate Republicans and Democrats for working to-
gether tirelessly to get this done. The entire outdoor 
recreation industry thanks every Senator who sup-
ported this bill and urges the House to move quick-
ly to pass this measure so we can finally fully fund 
LWCF and begin the much-needed work on rebuild-
ing infrastructure on our public lands and waters.” 
 
The bill now moves to the House. Read the full story.

Here’s What to Expect from Congress 
This Summer

Source: NMMA

As COVID-19 gripped the country and world in the 
first half of 2020, the U.S. Congress hit pause on most 
of its previously scheduled work to focus almost 
entirely on the global pandemic. Now, with stay-
at-home orders continuing to be lifted and sectors 
of the economy resuming operations, lawmakers in 
Washington, D.C. are shifting some of their attention 
to measures that were shelved earlier this year, but 
also play a role in economic recovery.

In the next two months, Congress is expected to con-
sider several items that are critically important to the 

recreational boating industry, including boating access 
and conservation initiatives. There is also growing in-
terest in another round of COVID-19 related economic 
relief. Here is a breakdown of what Congress is likely to 
address before the August summer recess:

Great American Outdoors Act
The Great American Outdoors Act (GAOA) addresses 
two long-standing priorities of the recreational boat-
ing community. First, it fully funds the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund – a go-to program for conserving 
and maximizing boating and outdoor recreation ac-
cess. Second, the bill tackles the maintenance backlog 
on our public lands and waters by investing in boating 
infrastructure like docks, ramps, and parking facilities.

On June 8, 2020, the GAOA cleared an important pro-
cedural hurdle in the U.S. Senate, setting up a final 
vote on the measure early next week. Late last week, 
a bipartisan group of lawmakers in the U.S. House of 
Representatives – led by recreational boating com-
munity champion, Congressman Joe Cunningham 
(D-SC-01) – introduced companion legislation, which 
is expected to receive a vote in late June or early July. 
President Trump has indicated that he will sign the 
bill into law.

Water Resources Development Act
The Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) is bi-
annual legislation that authorizes U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) civilian water infrastructure proj-
ects – such as improving navigation, reducing flood 
risk, and restoring aquatic ecosystems – and directs 
the agency’s practices. Securing the recreational boat-
ing industry’s priorities in WRDA will expand boating 
access and opportunities across the country and help 
communities that rely on the economic contributions 
of boating better recover from COVID-19.

Chief among the industry’s priorities in WRDA is in-
clusion of the bipartisan Safer Harbors for Our Rec-
reation Economy (SHORE) Act – a measure requiring 
USACE and the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) to account for recreation-based economic im-
pacts when determining which projects to approve. 

The SHORE Act will help ensure small and emerging 
harbors that support recreation activity receive ap-
propriate funding. Click here for more information on 

Industry News continued on Page 7

Harbor at Lemon Bay, LLC 
Englewood, FL

Welcome Welcome 
AboardAboard

https://funoutdoors.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c73f685a6202936dbb75fe27e&id=1d9f487738&e=98bb5289e5
https://recreationroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Final-GAOA-Outdoor-Business-Letter.pdf
https://www.nmma.org/assets/cabinets/Cabinet522/NMMA_SHORE%20Act%20One%20Pager.pdf
https://www.nmma.org/assets/cabinets/Cabinet522/NMMA_SHORE%20Act%20One%20Pager.pdf
https://www.nmma.org/assets/cabinets/Cabinet522/NMMA%20AWIA%202020%20EPW%20Letter%20.pdf
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the industry’s WRDA priorities.

On May 6, 2020, the U.S. Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee unanimously approved its 
version of WRDA. Additionally, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives Transportation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee is expected to release its version of the bill in 
late July. While Congress is required to reauthorize 
WRDA by the end of 2020, there is growing support 
among lawmakers to pass the measure before the 
August recess.

Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act
The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act 
is the primary measure for authorizing and funding 
traditional infrastructure projects, including building 
and modernizing airports, bridges, and roads. While 
these initiatives are important to the recreational 
boating industry, the FAST Act is also the legislative 
vehicle responsible for reauthorizing the Sport Fish 
Restoration and Boating Trust Fund (Trust Fund) – a 
voluntary, user fee system created by recreational 
boaters and anglers in 1950 to pay for critical conser-
vation programs and recreational boating infrastruc-
ture projects in all 50 states. Today, the Trust Fund 
collects $650 million each year – most of which comes 
from the boating and fishing community – and is the 
largest source of funding for marine conservation.

The Trust Fund is set to expire at the end of 2020. 
However, there is strong bipartisan support in Con-
gress for reauthorizing the Trust Fund through 2024 
this summer as part of the FAST Act or a fourth CO-
VID-19 economic relief package.

COVID-19 Economic Relief
Following the manufactured shutdown of the econ-
omy to curb the spread of COVID-19, lawmakers in 
Washington, D.C. passed three economic assistance 
measures to help the country weather the storm. 

Even with many parts of the country and economy re-
opening, there is growing consensus among some in 
Congress that a fourth economic relief bill will be re-
quired to prevent long term financial hardship. While 
the recreational boating industry has benefited from 
the initial rounds of COVID-19 assistance, NMMA is 
working closely with lawmakers to ensure additional 
industry needs are addressed in the next economic 

relief package, including providing financial support 
for small- and medium-sized businesses, delivering 
assistance to state and local government, and invest-
ing in recreational infrastructure. Click here for a full 
list of the NMMA’s priorities in a subsequent COV-
ID-19 assistance bill.

Congress is not expected to advance a fourth COVID-19 
economic relief measure until after the Fourth of July.

For more information, please contact NMMA senior 
vice president of government and legal affairs, Nicole 
Vasilaros at nvasilaros@nmma.org, NMMA director of 
federal government relations, Callie Hoyt at choyt@
nmma.org, or NMMA director of federal government 
relations, Clay Crabtree at ccrabtree@nmma.org.

Bipartisan Outdoors Bill Would 
Address $20 Billion Deferred 

Maintenance

Source: Sound Trade Only: Reagan Haynes

The U.S. Senate is expected to pass bipartisan legisla-
tion this week that would fund deferred maintenance 
for aging infrastructure at state parks, including full 
and permanent funding for the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund.

The Great American Outdoors Act, which some leg-
islators are touting as a tool for recovery, would then 
head to the House.

Even though visits to national parks have increased 
in the past decade, the park system has crumbling 
roads, deteriorating historic buildings, rundown trails 
and outdated water, sewer and electrical systems, ac-
cording to the Pew Charitable Trust.

Federal public lands have $20 billion in existing de-
ferred maintenance costs, while the National Parks 
Service itself has a $12 billion backlog, according to 
Colorado publication, The Center Square.

U.S. Sens. Cory Gardner, R-Colo., and Joe Manchin, 
D-W. Va., said on a webinar with news media last 
week that the federal legislation to improve public 
lands will help restart the country’s economy, accord-
ing to the publication.

Industry News continued on Page 8

https://www.nmma.org/assets/cabinets/Cabinet522/NMMA%20AWIA%202020%20EPW%20Letter%20.pdf
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https://www.nmma.org/assets/cabinets/Cabinet585/NMMA_Trust%20Fund%20One-Pager_Oct%202019.pdf
http://www.nmma.org/assets/cabinets/Cabinet488/NMMA-Recovery-Priorities-06082020.pdf
http://www.nmma.org/assets/cabinets/Cabinet488/NMMA-Recovery-Priorities-06082020.pdf
http://www.nmma.org/assets/cabinets/Cabinet488/NMMA-Recovery-Priorities-06082020.pdf
mailto:choyt@nmma.org
mailto:choyt@nmma.org
mailto:ccrabtree@nmma.org
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3422
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2020-06-08/environment/u-s-senate-set-to-vote-on-great-american-outdoors-act/a70451-1
https://www.thecentersquare.com/colorado/gardner-manchin-tout-bipartisan-great-american-outdoors-act-to-help-restart-the-economy/article_675fe034-a5bf-11ea-abea-d7dfbf35f392.html
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The funding would also go for boating infrastructure 
like docks, ramps and parking facilities, according to 
the National Marine Manufacturers Association.

The bill permanently funds the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund – “a go-to program for conserving and 
maximizing outdoor recreation access” – at its $900 
million annual authorized level, according to NMMA 
communications director John-Michael Donahue.

“The Great American Outdoors Act will improve and 
expand recreation access on our public lands and wa-
ters, while positioning the recreation industry to be a 
catalyst for economic recovery in the wake of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic,” said Donahue in an email. “With-
out raising a dime in new taxes, this bill will restore, 
expand and protect our beloved recreation resources 
that Americans depend on for the invaluable wellness 
benefits outdoor recreation opportunities provide.”

In the era of social distancing, activities like boating 
provide one of the safest atmospheres for families to 
spend time relaxing together, said Donahue.

“The Great American Outdoors Act will create more 
of these opportunities and generate significant eco-
nomic activity for years to come,” he said.

Marine Economy in 2018 Grew Faster 
Than U.S. Overall

Source: NMMA

America’s marine economy, including goods and ser-
vices, contributed about $373 billion to the nation’s 
gross domestic product in 2018 and grew faster than 
the nation’s economy as a whole, according to the 
marine economy statistics released last week by two 
Department of Commerce agencies.

“These statistics are the first-of-its-kind estimate of 
the U.S. marine economy, a primary driver of jobs, 
innovation and economic growth,” said retired Navy 
Rear Admiral Tim Gallaudet, Ph.D., assistant secretary 
of commerce for oceans and atmosphere and deputy 
NOAA administrator. “Data such as these provide a 
critical baseline to inform, track progress and acceler-
ate America’s economic recovery.”

For these statistics, experts from NOAA and the Bu-
reau of Economic Analysis considered 10 sectors 
representing businesses dependent on the nation’s 
oceans, coasts and Great Lakes between the years 
2014 and 2018. Marine-related gross domestic prod-
uct grew 5.8% from 2017 to 2018, faster than the 
5.4% growth of the total U.S. gross domestic product 
as measured in current dollars. Businesses included 
in the report also supported 2.3 million jobs in 2018.

“The marine economy statistics clarify just how depen-
dent America is on our waters,” said Nicole LeBoeuf, 
acting director of NOAA’s National Ocean Service. “It 
is nearly impossible for most Americans to go a single 
day without eating, wearing or using products that 
come from or through our coastal communities.”

“For the first time, the United States has ocean data 
that can be compared with our official statistics on 
other U.S. industries and with the ocean economies 
of other nations,” said Mary Bohman, BEA’s acting di-
rector. “These prototype statistics offer a baseline for 
understanding the importance of the ocean econo-
my, including recreation, seafood, transportation and 
ship building. Businesses, policymakers, and coastal 
communities can use these economic data as a com-
pass as they chart the way forward.”

The sectors making the largest contributions to the 
nation’s gross domestic product, not adjusted for in-
flation, are:

• Tourism and recreation, including recreational 
fishing ($143 billion)

• National defense and public administration 
($124 billion)

• Offshore minerals ($49 billion)
• Transportation and warehousing ($25 billion)
• Living resources, including commercial fishing 

and aquaculture ($13 billion)
• Ship and boat building ($9 billion)
• Power generation ($4 billion)
• Research and education ($3 billion)
• Construction ($2.5 billion)
• Professional and technical services ($31 million)

These prototype statistics are the most comprehen-
sive and accurate produced to date, thanks to the 

Industry News continued on Page 9

https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/ocean-economy
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addition of newer, more inclusive data sets. The eco-
nomic statistics validate previous estimates of the 
value of the marine economy. The data, report and 
other materials are available at https://www.bea.gov/
data/special-topics/ocean-economy.

Marine Economy Outpaces Nation’s 
Economy

Source: Marina Dockage

America’s marine economy, including goods and ser-
vices, contributed about $373 billion to the nation’s 
gross domestic product in 2018 and grew faster 
than the nation’s economy as a whole, according to 
the marine economy statistics released last week by 
two Department of Commerce agencies.

“These statistics are the first-of-its-kind estimate of 
the U.S. marine economy, a primary driver of jobs, 
innovation and economic growth,” said retired Navy 
Rear Admiral Tim Gallaudet, Ph.D., assistant secretary 
of commerce for oceans and atmosphere and deputy 
NOAA administrator. “Data such as these provide a 
critical baseline to inform, track progress and acceler-
ate America’s economic recovery.”

For these statistics, experts from NOAA and the Bu-
reau of Economic Analysis considered 10 sectors 
representing businesses dependent on the nation’s 
oceans, coasts and Great Lakes between the years 
2014 and 2018. Marine-related gross domestic prod-
uct grew 5.8% from 2017 to 2018, faster than the 
5.4% growth of the total U.S. gross domestic product 
as measured in current dollars. Businesses included 
in the report also supported 2.3 million jobs in 2018.

The sectors making the largest contributions to the 
nation’s gross domestic product, not adjusted for in-
flation, are:

• Tourism and recreation, including recreational 
fishing ($143 billion)

• National defense and public administration 
($124 billion)

• Offshore minerals ($49 billion)
• Transportation and warehousing ($25 billion)
• Living resources, including commercial fishing 

and aquaculture ($13 billion)

• Ship and boat building ($9 billion)
• Power generation ($4 billion)
• Research and education ($3 billion)
• Construction ($2.5 billion)
• Professional and technical services ($31 million)

These prototype statistics are the most comprehen-
sive and accurate produced to date, thanks to the 
addition of newer, more inclusive data sets. The eco-
nomic statistics validate previous estimates of the 
value of the marine economy. The data, report and 
other materials are available at https://www.bea.gov/
data/special-topics/ocean-economy.

NOAA Fisheries Study Reveals $10.5 
Billion Economic Impact from Marine 

Recreational Fishing Trips

Source: NMMA

NOAA Fisheries confirms marine recreational fishing 
is a far greater economic force in the United States 
than their previous evaluations had indicated. In their 
report, 2017 Economic Contribution of Marine Angler 
Expenditures on Fishing Trips in the United States, the 
federal agency shows angler trip expenditures to-
taled $10.5 billion nationwide, more than double the 
$4.3 billion in expenditures from the 2016 report. The 
massive increase in the recreational angling econom-
ic footprint is mostly attributed to the new Marine 
Recreational Information Program revealing far more 
angler trips than previous estimates.

“The recreational angling community has long be-
lieved that NOAA Fisheries was significantly under-
estimating the economic vitality of saltwater rec-
reational angling and this latest report is at last a 
vindication of that,” said Jeff Angers, president of the 
Center for Sportfishing Policy. “It has been apparent 
that NOAA doesn’t have true grasp of all the infor-
mation needed to make informed decisions on the 
proper management of our marine resources. There 
are still significant pieces missing from the econom-
ic realities of saltwater angling that will paint a still 
more robust picture, but this data speaking so loudly 
is an encouraging sign that our arguments are finally 
being heard.”

Industry News continued on Page 11

https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/ocean-economy
https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/ocean-economy
https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/ocean-economy
https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/ocean-economy
https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/ocean-economy
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Industry News continued from Page 9

The report further states that saltwater angler trips 
contributed:

• 167,000 jobs (up from 66,000 in 2016)
• $24 billion in total sales (up from $10 billion in 

2016)
• $14 billion in value added to GDP (up from $5.1 

billion in 2016)
• $7.9 billion in income to the economy (up from 

$3.1 billion in 2016)

“Not only has the number of angler trips gone up, 
but the base expenditure per trip has finally been up-
dated as well. The end result is that NOAA Fisheries is 
finally acknowledging that saltwater recreational fish-
ing is an economic heavyweight,” said Angers. “We 
are excited that we are finally getting the information 
necessary for the federal fisheries management sys-
tem to recognize the social and economic impacts of 
recreational fishing.”

CSP has led the recreational angling community in 
recent years calling for NOAA Fisheries to provide a 
more modern management and inclusive evaluation 
of recreational angling economics, and for those re-
sults to be compared against commercial harvest of 
marine resources on an apples-to-apples basis.

“These new figures are certainly more of an accurate 
reflection of reality, but we are still working on the 
more difficult part of the equation and that is con-
vincing NOAA Fisheries to make management de-
cisions based on this type of information,” said Pat 
Murray, president of Coastal Conservation Associa-
tion. “When you remove seafood imports and fisher-
ies in which recreational anglers don’t even partici-
pate like Alaskan pollock and king crab, recreational 
angling’s economic footprint dwarfs that of industrial 
fishing. That should be a huge factor in the federal 
management of the nation’s fisheries.”

“As more and more government agencies study the 
economic impact of recreational boating and fishing, 
one theme from the findings is clear and consistent 
in every report: these cherished American pastimes 

are significant contributors to our economy,” said 
Frank Hugelmeyer, president of the National Marine 
Manufacturers Association. “Thanks to this new study 
we have more to celebrate during this year’s National 
Fishing and Boating Week and we expect this trend 
to continue in the years to come as more Americans 
flock to boating and fishing.”

“Recreational fishing has always been a key activity 
of boaters, and fishing is a great way to enjoy time 
with friends and family,” said Chris Edmonston, vice 
president of government affairs for BoatU.S. “We en-
courage NOAA Fisheries to continue working with 
the recreational fishing community to improve data 
collection methods. Accurate data promotes conser-
vation and appropriate allocation of America’s public 
marine resources, ensuring there are fish to catch for 
generations to come.”

NOAA Fisheries surveyed recreational fishermen from 
2016-2017 in each coastal state using in-person in-
terviews, mail, or a mixed web/mail mode. Marine 
recreational fishing was defined as fishing for finfish 
in the open ocean or any body of water that is marine 
or brackish for sport or pleasure and includes for-hire 
charter fishing, fishing from a private boat, and shore 
fishing.

National Fishing and Boating Week runs June 6 – 13, 
2020, and highlights the economic, social and cul-
tural importance of recreational fishing and boating 
in America. Many states offer free fishing days this 
week where anglers can enjoy all the benefits of fish-
ing without a fishing license, but more importantly, it 
is a great opportunity to introduce new participants 
to the sport.

On June 8, NOAA Fisheries released saltwater rec-
reational fisheries regional snapshots which can be 
found here: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-
story/saltwater-recreational-fisheries-regional-snap-
shots. 

Total economic impacts are further broken down by 
state and the full report can be found at https://spo.
nmfs.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/TM201.pdf.

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/saltwater-recreational-fisheries-regional-snapshots
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/saltwater-recreational-fisheries-regional-snapshots
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/saltwater-recreational-fisheries-regional-snapshots
https://spo.nmfs.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/TM201.pdf
https://spo.nmfs.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/TM201.pdf
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     Legislation &     Legislation &
          Partnerships          Partnerships

This week I’d like to share with you an article authored 
by Adam Fortier-Brown of our partner association 
the Marine Retailers Association of the Americas. 
Our industry is on the front lines, so to speak, when 
it comes to natural disasters. The nature of our busi-
ness is to be located on the water and that means we 
are inherently vulnerable. Looking trough my records 
from 2018 – 2019, I identified that at least one AMI 
member was damaged or destroyed by a hurricane, 
flooding due to precipitation, a tornado, or wildfire. 
Given our vulnerability, it makes sense we work pro-
actively to mitigate; rather than, wait, see what hap-
pens, and if we are lucky, recover. Adam highlights 
that taxpayers save $6 for every dollar invested in di-
saster mitigation. Your business will save a lot more 
in lost revenues.

Over the last month AMI, MRAA, and NMMA have 
been partnering to bring to the forefront the conver-
sation of mitigation, so that our members have the 
opportunity act before it is too late for your business. 

Commentary: Instead of reacting to 
the next disaster, let’s prepare for it

Programs are available for communities and busi-
nesses to rebuild, but what if we invested more in 
prevention instead?

By Adam Fortier-Brown

Disasters like COVID-19 give us insight into our na-
tion’s vulnerabilities and an opportunity to reflect 
and do better so we don’t repeat the same mistakes. 
This pandemic is one without modern precedent, but 
one we still could have better prepared for. A recent 
Columbia University analysis concluded that the U.S. 
could have avoided at least 700,000 infections, and 
saved more than 36,000 lives, by taking action just 
one week earlier in March. This is the cost of waiting 
to prepare.

Unfortunately, our government’s response to COV-
ID-19 is not totally unprecedented.

Historically, the U.S. has not emphasized preparing 
for the next global health threat or natural disaster as 
much as it has responding to the damage they cause. 
The past few years we have seen a rise in historic hur-
ricanes and wildfires across the county. Beyond our 
borders, swaths of India and Bangladesh are flooding 
following the destruction caused by the most pow-
erful cyclone in a decade. In Maine, businesses and 
homeowners face record-setting flooding each year.

There are several federal programs available for com-
munities and businesses to rebuild after disaster 
strikes, but what if we invested more in preventing 
potential damage instead?

This is not an altogether radical idea. Research 
shows that taxpayers save an average of $6 for each 
dollar invested in disaster mitigation, such as improv-
ing existing infrastructure or elevating homes and 
businesses.

In response to the 2017 hurricane season, then-Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency Administrator 
Brock Long told the U.S. House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee, “I cannot overstate the im-
portance of focusing on investing in mitigation be-
fore a disaster strikes … building more resilient com-
munities is the best way to reduce risks to people, 
property, and taxpayer dollars.” Since 2017, natural 
disasters have cost the U.S. more than $462 billion.

There is no question that extreme natural disasters 
around the world are on the rise, with the U.S. seeing 
more billion-dollar natural disasters than ever before. 
Our businesses and communities often are forced to 
live with old, deteriorating infrastructure that was not 
originally built with modern disasters in mind. We de-
serve more.

By Eric KretschBy Eric Kretsch

Legislation & Partnerships continued on Page 13

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/03/200316141454.htm
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/time-series
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/time-series
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/cyclone-left-deaths-destruction-india-bangladesh-70802603
https://www.pressherald.com/2019/12/14/nws-issues-flash-flood-warning-for-southern-maine/?rel=related
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/issue-briefs/2018/09/natural-disaster-mitigation-spending--not-comprehensively-tracked
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/issue-briefs/2018/09/natural-disaster-mitigation-spending--not-comprehensively-tracked
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212094715300165
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Legislation & Partnerships continued from Page 12

Making investments in climate-resilient infrastructure 
like One Climate Future in Portland and South Port-
land is planning to do will ultimately save communi-
ties from the increased costs of shuttered businesses, 
washed-out streets, damaged homes and lost lives. 
Bills in Congress like the Great American Outdoors 
Act, which Sens. Angus King and Susan Collins helped 
introduce, would permanently fund important con-
servation programs and help bolster recreation-de-
pendent communities. 

Others, like the STORM (Safeguarding Tomorrow 
Through Ongoing Risk Mitigation) Act, would help 
local communities better prepare our state’s crum-
bling roads, bridges, boat ramps and shorelines for 
more-frequent flooding and storm damage, and help 
prevent costly repairs and higher insurance costs. 
These are both steps in the right direction that Main-
ers should support.

Seasonal businesses, like boat yards, campgrounds 
and recreational dealerships, depend on strong infra-
structure to be able to make their living. Oftentimes, 
small businesses like these are the most at risk when 
disaster strikes, with 40 to 60 percent of small busi-
nesses never reopening following a disaster and 90 
percent permanently closing if they cannot reopen 
within five days. Our industry’s businesses make it 
possible for the 70 percent of Mainers who partici-
pate in outdoor recreation each year to continue to 
take part in their favorite activities.

Maine’s natural resources and waterways are as 
abundant and accessible as anywhere in the world, 
with the state’s beautiful coast, lakes, ponds and 
mountains serving as a needed escape for residents 
and tourists alike. By investing in modern, resilient in-
frastructure, we can ensure that these resources and 
the businesses that depend on them can continue to 
thrive for decades to come.

About the author
Adam Fortier-Brown is government retail relations 
manager for the Marine Retailers Association of the 
Americas.

Congressional Climate 

By Jason Ortega, LobbyIt.com

State of Play
Washington DC is currently consumed with how to 
deal with the public anger over the killing of George 
Floyd and the broader conversation about policing 
that has emerged as a result. Additionally, COVID-19 
continues to impact parts of the countries with infec-
tion and hospitalization numbers going up in a num-
ber of states.

Democrats have released a police reform bill that 
serves as their opening move in the policing conver-
sation. Several Republican legislators have also indi-
cated that they are working on pieces of legislation 
that address the issue. In a sign of potential bipar-
tisanship, Republican leadership in the House has 
come out in favor of some of the provisions in the 
Democrat’s bill but has not yet committed to voting 
for the legislation.  

House Democrats are moving on to other legislative 
priorities after passing the HEROES Act. Leadership 
has released a voting schedule that does not deal 
with additional stimulus bills until the Senate either 
takes up the HEROES Act or introduces its own CO-
VID-19 response bill, they will be focusing on appro-
priations, surface transportation, passing their police 
reform bill. One potential stat that could have added 
pressure on Senate Republicans to act was the jobs 
report that came out last week. However, the unex-
pected reduction in the unemployment number, has 
led leadership to stick to its wait-and-see posture 
and at this point they do not expect to begin work on 
another stimulus package until late July.

Paycheck Protection Program
In late May, after much negotiation, Congress was 
able to pass the Paycheck Protection Program Flex-
ibility Act which made changes to the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program (PPP). The two key changes that bill 
made were to extend the period during which busi-
nesses can spend the PPP loan funds from 8 weeks 
to 24 weeks after issuance; and to also lower the 
amount that must be spent on payroll to be eligible 
for forgiveness from 75 to 60 percent.

Legislation & Partnerships continued on Page 15

https://www.pressherald.com/2019/06/03/portland-and-south-portland-pledge-partnership-to-combat-climate-change/?rel=related
https://www.pressherald.com/2019/06/03/portland-and-south-portland-pledge-partnership-to-combat-climate-change/?rel=related&rel=related
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3422
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3422
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3418/all-info
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3418/all-info
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1441212988001-1aa7fa978c5f999ed088dcaa815cb8cd/3a_BusinessInfographic-1.pdf
https://www.pressherald.com/2019/09/20/new-report-shows-economic-impact-of-maines-outdoor-recreation/?rel=related
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Industry News continued from Page 13

Secretary Mnuchin recently testified before Congress, 
along with the head of the Small Business Adminis-
tration, Jovita Carranza. Some of the highlights from 
their testimony include plans to relax PPP restrictions 
on borrowers with criminal records, something that 
has bipartisan support. The Secretary also confirmed 
that borrowers will be eligible to receive partial loan 
forgiveness if they spend less than 60% of the funds 
on payroll. He also stated that new loan forgiveness 
loans will be produced, making the process easier 
than it is currently. The Secretary also expressed sup-
port for potentially extending the program past the 
end of June and considering other expansion and im-
provement changes.

What We Know About the Next Stimulus Package
Senate Republicans have not made public a frame-
work of what they want to include in the next stimu-
lus package, but we do have some hints. One issue 
that is being discussed is additional tax breaks. One 
proposal that might have bipartisan support is an ex-
panding the job-retention tax credit that lawmakers 
created in March, making more employers eligible 
and credit more generous. 

However, the White House seems to prefer giving a 
weekly bonus to workers who return to their jobs, but 
how that would work is not clear yet. Another issue 
is protecting businesses and schools from COVID-19 
related liability. Democrats have widely panned this 
proposal but Senate GOP leadership has been very 
consistent that this is a red line issue and they see any 
future stimulus package as having some form of this 
liability protection included.

Outreach Update
Congress is starting to look to non-Coronavirus legis-
lation that they’d like to get passed before the end of 
the summer. One of these bills is the Water Resourc-
es Development Act - the biennial reauthorization 
of this program. We spoke with Hill staff about the 
progress of this bill and were told that they anticipate 
that Congress will reach an agreement on final lan-
guage that can be sent to the President. The House is 
expected to pass their version in July and the Senate 
should follow similar timing.

Our team has also made significant progress on the 
Pandemic Risk Insurance Act. As a reminder, this bill 
would create a federally backed business interruption 
and event cancellation insurance for public health 
emergencies, including pandemics. The bill has been 
introduced and our team has worked closely with 
the sponsoring office to secure cosponsors. We’ve 
also successfully asked that a hearing be held to dis-
cuss the bill and that is scheduled to occur later this 
month. We are currently working to secure additional 
cosponsors and address concerns that some Mem-
bers of Congress have.

Another proposal that we are monitoring closely is a 
business tax credit for face-to-face sales and market-
ing expenses, such as exhibitions, events, and trade 
shows. The credit would be 50% of qualified expens-
es incurred in the US, up to a maximum of $50,000 
per company per year. This would include things like 
booth expenses and other costs to set up an event 
or exhibit, and qualified business travel expenses in-
cluding meals, lodging and transportation. This pro-
posal is in its early stages and we’re coordinating with 
other groups to identify a congressional champion.
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Become a Certified Marina Manager (CMM) 
or Certified Marina Operator (CMO)

CMM/CMO
Certified Marina Managers (CMM) and Certified Marina Operators (CMO) are marina professionals who have 
completed an extensive training and certification process through the globally recognized International Marina 
Institute (IMI) and embrace the continuance of education and training for themselves and those who work within 
the marina industry.

How do I become a CMM or CMO?
Step 1

Attend the Intermediate Marina Management Course (IMM). This course focuses on marina operations, 
policies, and procedures. Marina-man-agement pros offer their expert thinking about business issues and 
challenges throughout the industry.   

Topics include marina-law risk and liabilities, fire and emergency-response planning, environmental 
management, health and safety compliance, and personal self improvement skills

*Must have one year of marina management experience to attend.

Step 2

Attend the Advance Marina Management Course (AMM). Through small groups, interactive workshops, 
and specific case studies, the AMM course examines such topics as profit-center management, regulations and 
permit-ting, operations, marina law, human resource management, risk management and loss control, 
improving the quality and value of services, policy and procedure manuals, business strategy and financial 
management, marketing, promotion, and pricing.

The AMM offers its graduates a national and international business perspec-tive on management issues, and a 
long-term network of international con-tacts to rely on in the future.  

*Must have three years of marina management experience and attended IMM Course.

Step 3

Upon completion of the IMM and AMM courses you then apply for the certification that you qualify for, CMM 
or CMO.
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Clean Marina & Clean Marina & 
Environmental NewsEnvironmental News

Fort Lauderdale May Get Federal Help 
Fixing Dirty Waterways

BY  Susannah Bryan, South Florida Sun Sentinel) 

Sullied by toxic sewage, Fort Lauderdale waterways 
are in desperate need of a cleanup that could cost 
millions — but there’s a chance the federal govern-
ment might help foot the bill.

U.S. Secretary of the Interior David Bernhardt, wrap-
ping up a two-state tour Sunday in Fort Lauderdale, 
hinted at the possibility to Mayor Dean Trantalis dur-
ing a meeting atop a parking garage that overlooks 
the Las Olas Marina.

“He says there are funding opportunities in the presi-
dent’s infrastructure bill intended for cleaning up 
the country’s waterways,” Trantalis said. “That money 
could help clean up waterways impacted by the sew-

age breaks. It would put Fort Lauderdale on the fast 
track in cleaning up our waterways.”

Fort Lauderdale will take any help it can get, Vice 
Mayor Steve Glassman said.

Right now we’re facing lots of challenges,” Glassman 
said. “Any help we can get from the state and federal 
governments would be much appreciated. [Secretary 
Bernhardt] said he’d have his staff look at it. I don’t 
think any promises were made.”

Bernhardt’s visit was part of an effort to open up visi-
tor access to public lands amid the coronavirus pan-
demic. Dozens of national parks were forced to close 
for months due to social distancing guidelines. Sev-
eral began reopening in May, including Everglades 
National Park.

Clean Marina & Environmental News continued on Page 17

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-ne-las-olas-garage-20181218-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-ne-sewage-spilled-fort-lauderdale-20200216-xpvarmizdvco7lldkirunu2zga-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-ne-sewage-spilled-fort-lauderdale-20200106-xr3qkewzlvadnipnxyiogpukhi-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-ne-sewage-spilled-fort-lauderdale-20200106-xr3qkewzlvadnipnxyiogpukhi-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-ne-more-sewer-main-break-monday-20200224-dx5f6imgsnbb5enrlsxh47lkxe-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/coronavirus/fl-ne-coronavirus-desantis-announcements-data-20200501-4tqpll5qfrdljjykjhi23pyqh4-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/coronavirus/fl-ne-coronavirus-desantis-announcements-data-20200501-4tqpll5qfrdljjykjhi23pyqh4-story.html
http://www.seatech.com
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Clean Marina & Environmental News continued from Page 17

Bernhardt’s six-day tour took him to Alabama, the 
Florida Panhandle, Orlando, Tampa, Everglades Na-
tional Park, Big Cypress National Preserve and, finally, 
Fort Lauderdale.

Bernhardt met with city officials and took a close look 
at the city-owned Las Olas Marina, nestled on the 
banks of the Intracoastal Waterway just north of the 
Las Olas Bridge.

Last year, Fort Lauderdale commissioners approved a 
plan by Suntex Marinas to redevelop and operate the 
66-slip marina over the next 50 years.

The company plans to add 22 boat slips big enough 
to accommodate mega-yachts. The $70 million proj-
ect also calls for an upscale waterfront restaurant 
along with shops, offices and a casual restaurant, plus 
a gym and rooftop swimming pool for crews staying 
at the marina.

Construction is scheduled to start this fall and wrap 
up by spring 2022, city officials say.

The federal government has already earmarked more 
than $1 million for the project through the Boating 
Infrastructure Grant Program. Funded by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the program helps communities 

build and renovate marinas and other boating facili-
ties for outdoor recreation.

“So many other cities are able to accommodate su-
per yachts,” Glassman said. “We have to be able to 
compete.”
Bernhardt and his entourage braved the South Flor-
ida heat Sunday to rub elbows with Fort Lauderdale 
officials on the top floor of the parking garage next 
to the marina.

“He came here to survey the project and determine 
the viability [of expanding the marina],” Trantalis said. 
“Sometimes you have to come to a place to get the 
feel of what’s going on.”

Bernhardt, a Colorado native, liked what he saw.
“It’s my first trip to Fort Lauderdale,” he said. “It’s gor-
geous. Absolutely gorgeous.”

On Friday, Bernhardt announced $33 million in grants 
for states and communities to support outdoor recre-
ation and help boaters keep America’s waters clean.

“We’re seeing a very robust effort by the American 
people to get back out to enjoy the outdoors, to be 
out recreating and also to be out purchasing and 
working,” Bernhardt said. “We’ve done an incredible 
job making sure people have access to our public 
lands and waterways.”

Take Your Marina to the 
Next Level

The Marina Policy Guidelines Manual offers marina 
owners and managers a guide to implementing policies 
that will professionalize the management of your marina. 

Written by Carl Wolf CMM, CMI of Robson Forensic, 
the Manual provides policies covering administration, 
marina operations, marketing, financial controls, 
and maintenance, as well as safety, security and 
environmental issues. Purchase now.

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-ne-marina-project-20190709-kka5ppiz35ezxofi2qa62dhzlm-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-lauderdale-more-space-for-big-boats-20160520-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-lauderdale-more-space-for-big-boats-20160520-story.html
https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26
https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26
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Around The WorldAround The World
Canadian Marina to Reopen Following 

2019 Hurricane Damage

Source: IBI News

Nine months after Hurricane Dorian nearly destroyed 
it, Shediac Bay Marina to reopen with hopes for a sol-
id 2020 season.

Shediac Bay Marina suffered extensive storm surge 
damage when Category 2 Hurricane Dorian over-
whelmed a protective breakwater.

Practically destroyed nine months ago after Hurri-
cane Dorian slammed into Canada’s east coast, She-
diac Bay Marina in the province of New Brunswick is 
set to officially reopen later this month following a 
multimillion-dollar reconstruction.

The facility, which serves as a home base for the 
Shediac Bay Yacht Club, was almost completely de-
stroyed on September 7 when high winds and a mas-
sive storm surge from the Category 2 hurricane over-
whelmed the Point-du-Chene breakwater. Docks and 
other marina infrastructure have now been replaced, 
the breakwater reinforced, and shoreline shops and 
restaurants rebuilt on pilings to raise them 2m off the 
ground as a safeguard against future storms.

“It was a real mess,” said Shediac Bay Yacht Club man-
ager Gerry O’Brien, speaking to media. “But now it 
will be one of the nicest marinas around,” he said. 
“Everything is state-of-the-art.”

O’Brien said the cost to rebuild the facility was about 
C$2.2m. The marina will officially reopen on June 26 
with a capacity of 172 slips, while a final section still 
under reconstruction will open a few weeks later with 
room for an additional 24 boats.

http://www.surveyadvantage.com
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Dear AMI Member,

The Association of  Marina Industries, the industry’s 
leading national voice and advocate, who looks to ed-
ucate and connect marina professionals, has partnered 
with Aon. Aon is one of  the leading insurance brokers 
in the marine, resort, and hospitality industry worldwide. 
Aon recognizes Certified Marina Managed (CMM) and 
Operated (CMO) facilities by bringing additional value 
and cost savings that directly impact your bottom line.

Bring your insurance needs to John Chiazza, at Aon to 
see if  he can offer you a cost saving alternative to your 
current program. John will take the time to review, con-
sult, and offer insurance options exclusive to AMI ma-
rina members.       

Thank you for supporting the Association of  Marina In-
dustries where we continue to look for ways to bring ad-
ditional value to you and your business.

Association of  Marina Industries

mailto:john.chiazza@aon.com
https://marinaassociation.org/
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New Biscayne National Park Fishing 
Regulations Effective July 1

Several NMMA backed regulatory changes aimed at 
achieving fishery management goals in Biscayne Na-
tional Park go into effect starting July 1. The Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) will 
return in five years to provide an update on monitor-
ing and progress toward management goals and to 
evaluate the effectiveness of these changes.

Changes effective July 1, 2020, include:

• Increasing the minimum size limit for several 
targeted species including a variety of snapper 
species (gray, lane, mutton, schoolmaster and 
yellowtail); red grouper; two species of grunts 
(white and bluestriped); and gray triggerfish. 
--Transit through the park will be allowed while 
in possession of fish legally caught outside the 
park that do not meet the new park-specific 
minimum size limits.

• Establishing a 10-fish per person aggregate har-
vest and possession limit for recreational harvest 
of select commonly targeted fish. (see list below 
--Transit of these species in excess of the 10-
fish aggregate bag limit is not allowed through 
the park. This does not affect bag limits or tran-
sit of species not included in the aggregate.

• Establishing Coral Reef Protection Areas inside 
Biscayne National Park where traps and lob-
stering will be prohibited year-round.

• Establishing a trap-free zone near Biscayne Na-
tional Park headquarters.

• Establishing inshore and offshore no-trawl 
zones within the park.

These changes were made because, as part of the 
Fishery Management Plan, the FWC and the National 
Park Service agreed that the FWC would develop fish-
ing regulations for the park with the goal of increas-
ing the size and abundance of targeted species by at 
least 20% within the park.

For more information, visit MyFWC.com/BNP.

Aggregate species list
The following species are included in the 10-fish per 
person aggregate harvest and possession limit for 
recreational harvest:

• Snapper: gray, lane, mutton, schoolmaster, yel-
lowtail.

• Grouper: red, black, rock hind, red hind, coney, 
graysby.

• Triggerfish: gray, ocean.
• Jacks: permit, Florida pompano, African pom-

pano, blue runner, greater amberjack, lesser 
amberjack, banded rudderfish, crevalle jack, 
yellow jack.

• Drum: spotted seatrout, red drum, black drum.
• Porgies: sheepshead, jolthead porgy, whitebone 

porgy, knobbed porgy, sheepshead porgy.
• Flounder: Gulf, southern, summer, fringed.
• Other: Hogfish, great barracuda, tripletail, all 

snook species, all grunts, cero mackerel, lady-
fish, silver jenny.

MRAA and NMMA Release New 
COVID-19 Resource on States’ Retail 

Reopening Guidelines

As states across the country continue to reopen their 
economies, many states have outlined phased plans 
for businesses to protect the health of their employ-
ees and consumers. In response, MRAA and NMMA 
have partnered to release a new state retail reopen-
ing tracking document, which serves as a quick guide 
to retail guidelines by state.

This new resource will be updated weekly and include 
the current phase for the state, what the parameters 
are for expanding businesses and where you can read 
the guidelines for retail operations. The latest docu-
ment is supplemental to resources MRAA and NMMA 
have created in response to COVID-19. You can find 
more resources at:

• MRAA: COVID-19 resources include The Guide 
to Operating Your Boat Business Safely, The Boat 

News from Washington continued on Page 22

http://myfwc.com/BNP
http://www.nmma.org/press/article/23312
http://www.nmma.org/press/article/23312
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https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.mraa.com/resource/resmgr/backtoworkdownloads/new_guidetooperatingyourboat.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.mraa.com/resource/resmgr/coronavirus_docs/GuidetoWorkingfromHome.pdf
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Dealer’s Guide to Working from Home, How to 
Communicate Safe Boating to Customers and an 
overview of the government response.

• NMMA: COVID-19 state resources include 
guideline documents for access, manufactur-
ing and business resources and reopening. Ad-
ditionally, NMMA created a best practices for 
resuming operations resource.

For more information, please contact NMMA direc-
tor of state government relations, Libby Yranski at ly-
ranski@nmma.org, NMMA manager of Great Lakes 
policy and engagement, Jill Sims at jsims@nmma.
org, or MRAA government relations manager, Adam 
Fortier-Brown at adam@mraa.com.

Secretary Bernhardt Announces More 
Than $54 Million to Keep Waters 

Clean, Support Outdoor Recreation

Last Friday, U.S. Secretary of the Interior David L. Ber-
nhardt announced $32.8 million in grants – with an 
additional non-federal match of $21.9 million – for 
states and communities to support outdoor recre-
ation and help boaters keep America’s waters clean. 
The funding comes from the Clean Vessels Act (CVA) 
program and the Boating Infrastructure Grant (BIG) 
program which provide much-needed funding to 
communities to build and maintain facilities that 
help boaters keep our rivers and streams clean; and 
construct, renovate and maintain marinas and other 
boating facilities for outdoor recreation.

The Trump administration has distributed more than 
$129 million from these programs since 2017; which 
has leveraged an additional $83 million in non-federal 
funding to provide a total of $212 million toward infra-
structure projects benefiting recreational boaters.

“The boating community plays a crucial role in local 
economies, and keeping waterways safe, clean and 
accessible benefits anglers, other recreationists and 
wildlife,” said Secretary Bernhardt. “These programs 
facilitate responsible boater behavior, make substan-
tial contributions to local economies and are great 
examples of the Department’s commitment to work-
ing with state and local partners to improve infra-
structure and support conservation efforts.”

“Summer is here, and Americans are looking forward 
to enjoying boating and fishing,” said U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Director Aurelia Skipwith. “Everyone 
-- local economies, people who love the outdoors, 
and wildlife and natural resources – wins when these 
outdoor opportunities are easy to access and help 
protect the health of our waterways.”

“Recreational boating is enjoyed by millions of Ameri-
cans each year, generating significant economic bene-
fits for communities across the country – contributions 
that will be especially important as we begin to recover 
from the COVID-19 pandemic,” said President of the 
National Marine Manufacturers Association Frank Hu-
gelmeyer. “These programs – which receive most of 
their funding from the recreational boating and fishing 
community – help ensure we have clean waterways, 
healthy aquatic ecosystems and robust access to our 
nation’s public waters and we thank the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
for being responsible stewards of the initiatives.”

In FY 2020, 23 states will receive a total of $19.3 mil-
lion in federal assistance from the CVA program to 
keep local waterways healthy. CVA grants provide 
much-needed funding to communities to build and 
maintain facilities that help boaters keep our rivers 
and streams clean. Pump-out systems built or pur-
chased with these funds ensure recreational boaters 
have a safe, convenient and effective method to dis-
pose of on-board sewage. The funds also support as-
sociated boater education programs.

The CVA program’s support through the user-pay-
public-benefit cycle has contributed to the success of 
the Sport Fish Restoration program. States can apply 
for CVA funding, and they or their partners provide 
matching funds to complete projects. Sub-grantees 
often include local municipalities and private mari-
nas. These partnership efforts are a win-win for clean 
water and the many families who enjoy recreational 
boating and the great outdoors.

Since the program’s inception in 1993, more than 
$296 million in CVA grants has been allocated to 
states and territories.

Grantees use BIG funds to construct, renovate and 
maintain marinas and other facilities with features 
for transient boats (those staying 15 days or less), 
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that are 26 feet or more in length, and are used for 
recreation. Grantees may also use funds to produce 
and distribute information and educational materials 
about the program and recreational boating.

Under the BIG program, a total of $13.5 million in 
grants to states will support projects related to recre-
ational boating; $10.4 million will be awarded compet-
itively for 13 projects in 10 states under the BIG Tier II 
subprogram, while more than $3.1 million will fund 23 
projects in 19 states under the BIG Tier I subprogram.

Since its inception in 2000, the BIG program has 
awarded $228 million to projects for large transient 
recreational boats, including funding the construction 
of more than 6,000 berths and other amenities ben-
efiting boaters across most states and U.S. territories.

“The movement of recreational boats, whether from 
town to town or state to state, is essential to our in-
dustry and local economies and the recreational en-
joyment of the waters of our country by the boating 
and fishing public,” said Governmental Affairs Chair 
for the Marine Industries Association of Florida John 
Sprague. “The Boating Infrastructure Grant and Clean 
Vessel Act Grant programs administered by U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service provide critical funds that are lev-
eraged by states and the private sector to build and 
maintain the infrastructure that supports the travels 
of transient boaters in Florida and across the nation.”

“The Clean Vessel Act and Boating Infrastructure 
Grants are wonderful examples of how boaters sup-
port both the environment and the economy,” said 
BoatUS Vice President of Government Affairs Chris 
Edmonston. “The funds going into these programs 
come in large part from boaters, so it’s great to see 

the money being returned to help improve infra-
structure and access for recreational boating. BoatUS 
has long been a champion of these programs, and we 
look forward to their continuation for years to come.”

Funding for the CVA and BIG programs comes from 
the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund. 
Boaters and manufacturers contribute to the trust 
fund through excise taxes and duties on certain fish-
ing and boating equipment and boating fuels.

More information regarding the 2020 CVA grant 
awards can be found here. More information about 
the CVA program can be found here.

More information regarding the 2020 BIG grant 
awards can be found here. More information about 
the BIG program can be found here.

U.S. Secretary of Interior Visits 
Correct Craft

On Friday, the United States Secretary of the Interior, Da-
vid Bernhardt visited Correct Craft’s Orlando headquar-
ters. During the visit he listened as Correct Craft CEO, 
Bill Yeargin shared information regarding key boating 
industry issues, as well as the story of Correct Craft and 
its innovation focus. Secretary Bernhardt also had the 
opportunity to tour the Nautique boat building facility.

One purpose of Secretary Bernhardt’s visit was to an-
nounce a grant from the Clean Vessel Act Grant Pro-
gram (CVA) to be used to build Florida vessel pump 
out stations. The Clean Vessel Act Grant Program 
provides grant funds to states for construction, reno-
vation, operation, and maintenance of pump-out sta-
tions and waste reception facilities for recreational 

Development Opportunity: Joint Venture 
Partner Wanted

Federally Owned Land in Delaware under a long-term lease for existing marina. No acquisition costs, 
no real estate taxes for three separate parcels totaling +/- 35 acres available for development. 

Public sewer and water, development required to be leased to the public. Residential, hotel, 
restaurant and a fitness center are all development possibilities. Contact William Freas 610-633-
5083 or bestbuilt12@live.com.
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boaters. The grants also provide funding 
for educational programs that inform 
recreational boaters of the importance 
of proper disposal of their sewage.

Bill Yeargin, Correct Craft President and 
CEO stated, “It was an honor for our team 
to have Secretary Bernhardt visit Correct 
Craft today. We appreciate his interest 
in our company, our innovation initia-
tives, and our desire to make life better 
for people through outdoor recreation. 
We also enjoyed sharing Correct Craft’s 
unique culture of service with Secretary 
Bernhardt.” Yeargin added, “It really was a 
great visit, we appreciate the Secretary’s 
focus on our industry and Correct Craft.”

David Bernhardt is the 53rd United States Secre-
tary of the Interior. Raised in the rural town of Rifle, 
Colorado, Secretary Bernhardt grew up hunting and 
fishing on public lands. He has legal, policy, and ad-
ministrative experience, serving nearly a decade in 
senior-level positions at the Department, including 
as Solicitor and Deputy Secretary. Under his leader-
ship, Interior has expanded access to public lands, 
advanced American energy independence, bolstered 
the departmental ethics program, and delivered bil-
lions of dollars in regulatory relief.

NOAA is Recruiting Candidates for the 
Mallows Bay-Potomac River National 
Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council

NOAA is seeking applicants to fill the 15 seats of the 
new Mallows Bay-Potomac River National Marine Sanc-
tuary Advisory Council. The Sanctuary Advisory Council 
will provide advice to NOAA that supports the manage-
ment plan. Members will serve as liaisons to a broad 
coalition of community organizations to facilitate com-
munication and engagement. Council meetings will be 
open to the public and will provide a place where com-
munity interests, support, and concerns are heard.

More information about sanctuary advisory councils 
is available on the NOAA Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries website.

Council members will represent a variety of community 
groups. These 15 voting seats reflect the primary pur-
poses of sanctuary designation related to maritime and 
cultural resource protection and interpretation as well as 
recreation, tourism, and economic opportunity. These 
seats include perspectives from a diversity of communi-
ty groups related to other sanctuary management plan 
priorities such as education, research, and science.

NOAA is currently seeking applicants for the follow-
ing 15 voting seats (one member and one alternate 
for each seat). Note that alternates must be from the 
same community organization as the member.

• Maritime Archaeology and History (2 seats and 
2 alternates)

• Cultural Heritage (1 seat and 1 alternate)
• Recreation (2 seats and 2 alternates)
• Recreational Fishing (1 seat and 1 alternate)
• Business and Economic Development (2 seats 

and 2 alternates)
• Marketing and Tourism (1 seat and 1 alternate)
• Education (2 seats and 2 alternates)
• Research, Science, and Technology (1 seat and 

1 alternate)
• Commercial Fishing (1 seat and 1 alternate)
• Citizen-at-Large (2 seats and 2 alternates)

Additional information is available here: https://sanctu-
aries.noaa.gov/mallows-potomac/involved/council.html.  

https://www.flipsnack.com/599AD86D75E/resource-guide-2020.html
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/ac/
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/ac/
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/mallows-potomac/involved/council.html
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/mallows-potomac/involved/council.html
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AMI Contact InformationAMI Contact Information

Kayce Cashill-Florio
International Marina and Boatyard Conference (IMBC)

(401) 682-7334
imbc@marinaassociation.org

Eric Kretsch
Legislative and Outreach Coordinator

(202) 350-9623
ekretsch@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
International Marina Institute (IMI)

Education & Training Programs
(401) 247-0314

imitraining@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
AMI Membership Coordinator

Phone: (866) 367-6622
Fax: (401) 247-0074

malves@marinaassociation.org

AMI
50 Water Street

Warren, RI 02885
www.marinaassociation.org

Toll free: (866) 367-6622
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